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There is a village called Granja Porcon that is located on a high mountain plateau 
in the Andes Mountains of Peru.  It is an agricultural cooperative in a small valley 
near the Ecuadoran boarder.  The elevation is 10,341 and it lies 7 degrees south 
of the equator.  The climate is temperate, gets about 30 inches of rain a year and 
it seldom snows.   
 
Granja Porcon began, thirty-eight years ago, when a man named Pedro 
petitioned the Peruvian government for a tract of land where he and some 
families could form an agricultural cooperative.  He promised the government 
officials that they would be self-sustaining and would never ask for welfare from 
the government.  The officials agreed and Pedro and his group moved onto the 
tract of land. 
 
There was nothing there but a small, grassy valley surrounded by barren foothills.  
Two small streams ran through the valley, so they started a fish hatchery, planted 
gardens, and tended their farm animals.  They knew, however, that to prosper, 
they needed something they could sell.  They knew that wood was scarce, so 
they started planting pine tress on the hillsides.    
 
Today Granja 
Porcon is a 
prosperous 
community 
with 4,500 
residents.  
They have a 
lumber mill, a 
furniture 
factory, a fish 
hatchery, 
weaving, a 
large zoo for 
tourists, 
restaurant, 
shops, 
schools, 
bakery, dairy, 
a cheese 
factory and a simple church.  The homes are very nice.  They are well-built and 
roomy  (reminded me of Switzerland), with white stucco on all four outside walls, 
red tile roofs and there are small SUV’s under many of the carports. 
I only saw one building under construction while in the rest of Peru’, there were 
many unfinished buildings.   
 
 



The housing in Lima is typical of much of the rest of Peru with unfinished 
buildings with just the red block exteriors.  Most of the trees you see are 
eucalyptus.   
 

 
 
Trash and graffiti are also common and it gets worse the farther south you go. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



What makes Granja Porcon so different from most of the rest of Peru?  It may be 
that Pedro and his group decided 
to operate their community on 
biblical principles.  The first 
indication that Granja Porcon is 
different is the billboards.  On the 
way into town and in the village 
itself, the billboards reflect Bible 
verses.  For example:  “Jesus 
said to them: By man this is 
impossible; but with God, 
everything is possible.” Matt 
19:26.  No other advertising is 
seen. 

 
One ground rule from the beginning was that everyone would work. Industry was 
the common denominator.  Everyone worked every day and each person 
received the same pay.  Of course Sunday was a day of rest and devotion and 
education was required.  Today the old people pick up trash in the zoo and wear 
traditional costumes to give color and interest to the community.  They also greet 
visitors and act as guides.  
 
One example of their industry and leadership is they have planted over 
10,000,000 pine trees on 10,000 acres of the foothills surrounding the village.  
The trees have created a microclimate.  More rain falls now and the climate has 
moderated.  They continue to plant trees at the rate of about 250,000 trees a 
year.  And their fish hatchery produces about 250,000 pounds of trout a year. 
 
Village government is especially interesting to those of the LDS faith.  A family in 
Orem has had contact with the village for quite a long time.  When their oldest 
son, in his late teens, was struggling with family rules, etc., they asked Pedro if it 
would be possible for their son to come live with a family in the village.  Their son, 
of course, would have to work right along with everyone else.   
 
Asking permission for their son to live in the village was a huge request because 
the village rule, from the beginning, was that no outsider would be allowed to stay 
overnight.  Even today, the hired men working in the forest must leave the area 
by bus before the gates are close at 5:00 p.m.  This is also true of all tourists.  
Pedro wanted to accommodate his friend but it was against the rules.    
 
Pedro counseled with the two other senior men in the village.  I’m guessing they 
were the operations manager and maybe the finance guy.  They discussed the 
pros and cons and finally came to a decision.  They then called the twelve 
ministers or managers together and presented the request to them along with the 
results of their deliberations.  The fifteen then carefully and I suspect prayerfully, 
considered the request.  When they all agreed, they rang the village bell and the 
entire community came together and was asked for a sustaining vote in favor of 
making an exception to the rule by raising their right arm to the square.    
 



 
 
 
When we asked how many of the young people leave the village, we were told 
that some just leave and some leave to go to college and then return.  For a 
young person, village life must feel confining compared to the allure of the 
excitement of the big city.   
 
I personally need more variety, more stimulation, than communal living provides.  
What I did observe, however, was a stark contrast between the standard of living 
of those in the cooperative and those, in general, in Peru.  The quality of life in a 
community founded on the biblical principles of self-reliance, honesty, industry 
and God, stood in sharp contrast to the conditions I saw elsewhere.  
 
 

The Burden of Corrupt Government 

 
Of the last three presidents of Peru, two are in prison for corruption and the third 
will be imprisoned as soon as he can be found.  Their depravity is flowing down 
into every level of society.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Even some people of means, who live in the city, live like prisoners in their 
homes behind wrought iron fences topped with spikes and electric fences.   
 
For me, working toward a Zion community where I live, is more inviting than 
going in search of a Shangri-La.  However, the closest place to Shangri-La that 
I’ve seen is Granja Porcon, Cajamarca, Peru.   
 

   
 


